WORCESTER 


STATE 


UNIVERSITY 


FINDING AID FOR 
President Joseph Orze Papers 


Created by 
Rachel Fremeau 
November 29, 2023 


Archives and Special Collections 
Worcester State University Library 
486 Chandler Street 
Worcester, MA 01602 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Collection Overview, 3 

Call number 

Repository 

Location 

Title 

Date Range 

Extent 

Creator(s) 

Language(s) 

Abstract 

Access and Use Information, 3 
Physical Access 

Copyright and Ownership 
Citation Format 

Acquisition and Processing Information, 4 
Accession Number(s) 
Provenance 

Processing Information 
Biographical and historical information 
Scope and Content, 4 
Arrangement, 5 

Access Points, 6 

Descriptive Inventory, 6-7 


COLLECTION OVERVIEW 


Call number 


Repository 


Location 
Title 

Date Range 
Extent 


Creator(s) 


Language(s) 


Abstract 


WSU.0053 


Archives and Special Collections, Worcester State 
University 


Learning Resource Center, L-328A 
President Joseph Orze Papers 
1975 — 1986 

1 linear feet; 1 Box 


Dr. Joseph Orze, Worcester State University Faculty and 
Staff. 


English 
Materials related to the professional life of former 


Worcester State University President, Joseph J. Orze 
(1975-1982). 


ACCESS AND USE INFORMATION 


Physical Access 


Copyright and 
Ownership 


Citation Format 


Materials are available for use in the Archives Reading 
Room (L-328A). [Add notes about special handling if 
applicable] 


Researchers are responsible to obtain appropriate 
permissions before republishing materials under 
copyright. [If applicable, add name and contact 
information for copyright agent if applicable] 


[Box/Folder] Worcester State University [Name of 
Collection], Archives and Special Collections, Worcester 
State University Library. 


ACQUISITION AND PROCESSING INFORMATION 


Accession 
Number(s) 


Provenance 


Processing 
Information 


Biographical 
and Historical 
Information 


ACC.2023.004 


This collection was assembled during Joseph Orze’s 
presidency (1975-1982) and was held by the Worcester 
State Alumni Association and Development Office. 
Materials were transferred to the Archives by the 
Development Office in 2023. 


Inventoried, arranged and placed into acid-free 
containers by Rachel Fremeau, archives intern, in Fall 
2023. 


Joseph John Orze (1932-2020), was born in Exeter, 
Pennsylvania. He received his Bachelor's Degree and 
Master's Degree from Syracuse University and while 
teaching at Middle Tennessee State University, earned a 
Doctorate in Educational Administration from Peabody 
College at Vanderbilt University. He went on to become 
Dean of Fine and Applied Arts at the former 
Southeastern Massachusetts University (University of 
Massachusetts, Dartmouth) and later the Dean of 
Faculty, before becoming President of Worcester State 
College in 1975. During his time as president, he 
oversaw the development of the Student Center in 1978 
and expanded academic programs, including the first 
bachelor’s degree in Occupational Therapy in the 
Massachusetts state college system. He left Worcester 
State in 1982 to serve as president of Northwestern 
State University in Natchitoches, LA. He retired from 
education in 1986 and relocated to New Hampshire. 


SCOPE AND CONTENT 


This collection contains materials regarding Dr. Orze’s 
time in office from 1975-1982 including his installation, 
speeches, and materials related to his administration. 


ARRANGEMENT 


SERIES | 


SERIES II 


SERIES III 


SERIES IV 


SERIES V 


SERIES VI 


SERIES VII 


ACCESS POINTS 


Organizations 


Biographical and Personal, 1976-1980, n.d. 

Contains materials regarding Orze’s biographical and 
personal life, including the creation of invitations for his 
home and his Curriculum Vitae. 


Clippings, 1975-1982 

Contains newspaper clippings, both from the New 
Student Voice and various Worcester Publications, 
regarding Orze’s time as Worcester State College 
President. 


Instillation, 1975, n.d. 

Contains materials relating to the Instillation of Dr. 
Joseph Orze as President, including ephemera, 
correspondence, publications, speeches, and program 
committee meeting minutes and notes. 


Notes, n.d. 
Contains miscellaneous notes regarding possible donors 
and constructing a Worcester State College Pamphlet. 


Photographs, 1979-1982, n.d. 
Contains photographs of Joseph Orze, including 
headshots and group photographs. 


Publications, 1975-1986 

Contains published materials from Worcester State 
College, the New England Board of Higher Education, 
and the American Association of State Colleges and 
Universities, regarding Dr. Joseph Orze. 


Speeches and Related, 1976-1977 
Contains materials relating to speeches given by 
President Orze while at Worcester State College. 


Terms below correspond to Library Congress name or 
subject headings 


Worcester State College 
Worcester State University 


Places Worcester, Massachusetts 


Subjects Universities and Colleges—Massachusetts— Worcester 


DESCRIPTIVE INVENTORY 


SERIES | Biographical and Personal, 1976-1980, n.d. 
1.1 Biographical and Personal, 1976-1980, n.d. 
SERIES Il Clippings, 1975-1982 

1.2 Clippings, 1975-1982 

SERIES III Instillation, 1975, n.d. 

1.3 Instillation, 1975, n.d. 

SERIES IV Notes, n.d. 

1.4 Notes, n.d. 

SERIES V Photographs, 1979-1982, n.d. 

1.5 Photographs, 1979-1982, n.d. 

SERIES VI Publications, 1975-1986 

1.6 Publications, 1975-1986 

SERIES VII Speeches and Related, 1976-1977 


1.7 Speeches and Related, 1976-1977 


